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Mary-Anne Lattimore
Dist r ic t  Agronomist,  NSW Department  of  Pr imary  Indust r ies,  Yanco Agr icu l tu ra l  I n st i tu te
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� Productivity and water efficiency of lucerne can be improved by 20–30% with subsurface drip irrigation (SDI)

� The first four cuts of first-season lucerne under SDI averaged 3.3 t/ha/cut with a water use efficiency (Nov–
Feb) of 2.1 t/ML or 50 mm of water per tonne of hay

� SDI systems must be fine-tuned to the soil type and climate for maximum productivity and efficiency
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